creened by NARA /RD-F) 


Date: 10-23-2019 


DOCID: 34360890 
OlA Case: RD 53613 


| a UL S. Departuent of Justice 


(MATERIAL MUST NOT BE REMOVED FROM OR ADDED TO THIS FI 


UL 


, 


| 


STetuas 


I 


| 


i 


t 


fl 


Hh 


5S6QT b— 


FEDERAL BUREAU 


of 


INVESTIGATION 


| 


USE CARE IN HANDLING THIS FILE 


Transfer: Call 471 


| ‘NW 33613 Docid:34380890 Page 1 


. 


RAAD-WALRER (6-Fide 


" STANDARD FORM NO. 64 | 4, ‘ = a 


Office Memot’ ne UNITED ST/~FS GOVERNMENT 


TO : vinseten: FBI - ‘pate: 2/17/Sh 
SAC, New nets | 
FRANCES LE PORSKT,,: way q g-1 
“e QIA(b) (7) - (D) f a 


at Flushing High School, — 
is married to one resid or ormerly employed by the Board of 
fuse he refused to answer questions 


th the CP. 


mati mma sa it is pointed out to the Bureau that 
he is presently the subject™ Of NY. “Pile 00-115527, and a Security-type inves- 
tigation is presently being conducted in) order to determine his sympathies 
and affiliations. 


Bureau authority is scenester: to institute an investigation of 


FRANCES LE POWSKY in accordance with existing rules and regulations governing 
the investigation of individuals who are affiliated with institutions of 


learning. 


WORE ‘eg FEB a) 
S 


1 - NY 100-115527 (EDWARD LE-POWSKY) .,<°> ee Sidiaas 


a ALdb TERRE ng 
ps TN 1 ; ae 
EARN gg 7 
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Fincerrowd — 
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Miss Gandy — 


\ 
coe WAY oh ise 
bs, 


*ACy Rew York (100-119895) vg 7 Merch 5, 195% 

fy Om aa 

Jb o- Ufa le se Sn Vw 
Director, FDI ath om 

RECORDED-38 


FREANITS LO “Oey 
al 
e 


“oye 
TS SURITY MATTER = © 


Reurlet date’ Fetruary 17, 1954. 


Before the Bureau will authorize investigation 
of this subject you should furnish the details of the 
nresent complaint together with a summary of information 
concerning her activities as are revealed from e check of 
your office indices. In the atsence of such information 
the Tureau is not in a position to properly evaluate 
your request. 


NOTE ON YELLOW: 


: Subject is reported to be the subject of 
investigation by the New York Board of Baus eetoa. which 1S 
inquiring into the extent of her activities for and 
affiliation with the cP, Her husband is the subject of 
a pending security type investigation in the New York , 
Office, Subject does not appear to be identical with the 
subject of 101-2450 due to different birth date and 
Married name of the two women, 


OTMsaae ° 7) 


Ad : 
nee I 38 amie ee 
‘ : ay! ey 
We OTL’ Ok NVIICE 7 i vv 
¥ \ 


Pt x 
WECEVAGK-m dil ‘GOW ay, 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 . : 


— Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT \ 


TO : Director, FBI. DATE: 4/28/5h 
SAC, New York (100-115495) 

ae (2) 
FRANCES LE“POWSKY, wa 


SMHC 
Rebulet to NY, 3/5/5h. a | A he 2) 
CH ee 


The referenced letter from the Bureau advised NY that bef 
Bureau would authorize an investigation of the captioned: individual to be 

i conducted, as was requested by NY letter, 2/17/54, NY would have to furnish 

J to the Bureau the details of the complaint together with a summary of the 
information concerning her activities as revealed in the NYO indices. 


on ),/21/5h. 
Aveme, _ Brooklyn,—NY,..signed a CPNP 
timed that the subject was an active member of the 
5S5 as of September, 199. . FOTA(S) (7). = (D) 


The indices of the NYO were reviewed and the following information 
is set forth as contained therein: 


L00-59086-23 reflects that FRANCES LE POWSKY, 250 West 2)th Street, 
directed a communication to Governor DEWEY requesting that the 
Governor pardon MORRIS U. SCHAPPES (NYU Professor who was convicted 
of perjury). The communication,addressed by FRANCES LE POWSKY to 
the Governor, was dated 1/2)/lj). 


100-2936-1A-271, page 3, indicated that in the publication entitled, 
"The Voice of 500", published by the Lincoln Steffens Lodge number 
500 and Morris Langer Club, IWO, NYC, greetings were sent by one 
FANNY LE POWSKY.to this publication. 


100~2936-1A~612 indicates that FRANCES LE POWSKY was a member of 
the IWO, Lodge number 500, as of December, 196. 


100-80945-850 - This is a complaint form indicating that the com- ¢ 
anit plainant believes that the subject is a member of the CP 32.35 that 
) he believed further that she travelled to Russia in the 1930's >» and, 
further, that at a teachers! meeting during Easter vacation, 199, 
subject took up a collection for "Red Front Organization". ihe 
hei 


ee Confidential informants of the NYO have been contacted, but were 
nable to furni inform t: i i j ° “fa 
u e to furnish any infor fen concerning bid captioned pede 9S geo j- 
/bl- > i A : 
‘ Zi saclay - 


NAL OTI 
+ 


aie ae 
BL 
% AW on 


NW 53613 Docld:34380890 Page 4 


Letter to Director 
NY 100-115495 --- 


The subject is presently teaching at Flushing High School, 
Flushing, Long Island, NY, and is under investigation by the NYC Board of 
Education to determine the extent of her sympathies and affiliations with 
the CPe 


In accordance with existing rules and regulations governing the 


investigation of individuals connected with institutions of learning, the 
Bureau is again requested to authorize an investigation of this individual. 
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a SE f. / } oe a) 
g/o0- iy Va fama 
SAC, New York (100-115495) May 11, 1954 


Director, FBI 


FRANCES LE POWSKY ee 
SECURITY MATTER - © 


Reurlet dated April 28, 1954. 


You are authorized to conduct an investigation 
of this subject in ac¢ordance with the provisions of 
Section 87C of the Manual of Instructions to determine 
if her inclusion in the Security Index is warranted. 


NOTE ON YELLOW: 


Subject ; is being investigated by New York 
Board of Education to determine extent of her activities 
for and affiliation with CP. Husband currently is subject of 
New York security investigation. Subject alleged to be 
CP member and to have taken collection for "Red Front" 
Organizations" 1949. 


OTM:hl1f ¢/ 
H Yi | ALL IGE oI Aacel CORREIA 


MAILE! 


16 
* olson Fi ' VA i 
{Ge | may 1 1 1954 WAT 11 0 a a aol? 
cles we COMM - FBI a Fd ee OL ne PTE £ 4. ; o) oY %. 
Harb. | BI ne i. iE at WPAN. 
é Treey ; HECEIAG tongs i wooH rae i Celagy RS ; 
. - Mobr 7 ; 4 ue re Pa te eS Aj wt ae 
ee ch COE yeh GOP 


Tele. Room + 
Holloman —— 


70 WAY 25 ise 
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Gi-¢-7, WALSH, JR, at NY, dated JUL 13 1954 ° 


STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


i ata Memorandum - 


NITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : maces: FBI rag DATE: JUL 1 3 1954 
he : SAC, New York (}]00-115),95) — \ R32 
ier O _\ tig F 
UBJECT: FRANCES “LEPOWSKY G ase f b- mal 
. SM - ¢ yO : er 7 
fo alts 
Enclosed herewith are five ‘copies of report of SA EDWARD vg 


ee df 

l. Subject is presently residing at 13-11 Barclay Ave., 
Flushing, NY. She is employed as a teacher at Flushing High School, 
Flushing, Long Island, NY. She is of the white race. 

S © 

2. She is marrioa “ehh EDWARD ARD LEPOWSKY, whor esides with . 
her and is employed by the AloriS Tdol Co., 131-37 Sanford Aves, 
Flushing, Long. Island, and he is of the white race. 


3. Subject has been identified by an informant of unknown 
reliability as being a member of the CP while teaching at Fiushing 
High School in 199. She has been a member of the IWO Lodge #500 . 
as of 1946 and petitioned Governor DEWEY in behalf of MORRIS U. 
SCHAPPES in January 1944. She has also been identified as being id 
active in the Teachers Union of NYC. 


4. subject's spouse, EDWARBYPEFOWSKY; has been identified 
by an informant of unknown reliability as being a member of the CP i: 
while employed at Flushing High School. He has also been a member \/Y | 
of IWO.in 1947 and petitioned Governor DEWEY in behalf of MORRIS U. Been 
SCHAPPES in January 194 and has been identified as a‘member of the 
Teachers Union, Local 555, Nyc, 1949. 


5. No information. 


\ 

ts see | 

we oY 6. No information regarding defection, expulsion or 
resent sympathies on the part of the subject. 


7. In the event Bureau authority is granted to inter- 
view this individual, it is felt that she might be able to supply 
valuable information concerning CP infiltration into the NYC 
school Heya vers 

Bureau authority is pequested to interview the subject - a 
in accordance with existing instructions relating to the interview 
of security subjects. rf the subject is cooperative, no affirmative 
steps will be taken during the initial interview to direct her 
activities byt a separate Communication will be directed to the 
Bureau setting forth the results’ of. the interview and requesting nd 
Bureau se to recontact the ‘subject as a potentiel security of 


meee (i GS. _ AEROS Wee ‘Z. pe coRDED 62M 10 75 FD 
» (OR Bal AO. im report INDEXED-62 © JuL 14754 ag 
Ln 20 SY Te 


ibe 


hed te SEG Sol iy Ee a ee Es de 


ETW: TMF a 
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fF AL 


AU OF INVESTIGATION 


er vay 
a . 


FEDERAL BUR 


THIS CASE ORIGINATEDAT NEW YORK 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


NEW YORK  —« gL 4.3 1954 e348 7)93448 5.) EDVARD T. WALSH, JR. 


TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE “~*~ 


: FRANCES LEPOWSKY | SECURITY MATTER - © 
Oe ee _ ee 
AY Rr ere aaa Fy 
| syNopsis oF Facts: _ Subject born 12/15/08 in NYC; married EDWARD  |9-/ 
rs ; LEPOWSKY 12/22/29 in Brooklyn, NY; employed NYC 


Board of Education 1931 to present time; resides 13-11 Barclay Aveo, 
Flushing, NY. Subject has been identified by informant of unknown 
reliability as member of CP while teaching at Plushing High School, 
Petitioned Governor DEWEY on behalf of MORRIS SCHAPPES in 1944; 
|member IWO Lodge #500, 1946; active member Teachers Union, 1949; 
believed to. have travelled to Russia in 1930's with husband. Subject 
registered ALP 1941 through 199. , 


DETAILS: All informants utilized in this report are of 
tne eas o known reliability unless otherwise indicated. 


This investigation is predicated upon information 
received from T-3 who advised on July 29, 1949 that the subject was 
believed to be a Communist Party member, 

I, BACKGROUND 
A. Birth a ae 


gel related on February 19, 195) that FRANCES 
LEPOWSKY nee FRANCES’ RICE, was born .on December 15, 1908 in New York 


Ci tyo : oars ctotin ett ae : ye) y | 
COPIES DESTROYED Ge - Popre? p55, TECE 


ET 

roar cr i: ae 
UNE eT pe bw 4 Dye bate her Nate BGs 
3S td LE oe : ies j 
WY} Sy PATHE 1 3K 
rae: BY StS BEDE << 
DUCLADS! ra ¢ 
Oi 
SPECIAL AGENT SUR ea = 
IN CHARGE INGESOW@T YER ITE IN THESE SPACES 


211 sep & 1963 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


debra, STRIP g 2 OLE oF [aie aap i RA | 
im tin se ELLbO =| YOY ESF RECORDED-62 
4 ee COPIES OF THIS REPORT Tar , Pe - ; | Ber mye INDEXED-6q 
((\5 * Bureau (RM) “ose JUL 141954. 


. = New York (100115495) 07, a, 
(1 » 100#115527) are) 


COPY IN FILE 


PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS -GONFIBENTIAT REPORT AND ITS CONTENT! 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. a 


NBBLTO| YOU"BY, THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-—-59255-2 


ae =~ 


RISE Ee tte . Se aINAR Se eT. yt : woth glepyaree ed oe | 
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RY 1000115495 
Bo Education 


T-1 advised that the subject attended Hunter College, 
New York City, from 192 to 1928. 


Co Marital Status 


T=1 continued that the subject married EDWARD LEPOWSKY 
on December 22, 1929 in Brooklyn, New York. are ; 


Do Employment . 7 


According to T-1, subject was employed in 1931 by” 
the New York City Board of Education. 


T-2 stated on June 23, 195 that the subject was 
still teaching at Plushing High School, Flushing, Long Island. 
E. Residences | } : , 


T-1 related that the subject has resided at the 
following addresses: 


1929. 220 East 18th Street, Brooklyn 


1930 1081 Park Place, Brooklyn 
1941-1947 , s:,. 250 West 2hth Street, New York City 
1947-1953. °°" 143611 Barclay Avenue, Flushing 


| bid f=2 advised on June’ 23, 1954 that the subject continues 
to reside at 13-11 Barclay..aAvenue, Flushing, New York. 


II., CONNECTIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST 
| . PARTY MOVEMENT 
Ae Communist Party Membership ee te a 
. T-3, of unknown reliability but who is in a position 
| to know of subject's activity, advised on July 29, 1949 that 
he believed the subject to be a member of the Communist Party 
while teaching at Flushing High School in that she continually 


: advocated the Communist Party line as stated in the "Daily 
Worker", . . 


oo 
a 
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NY 100+1154.95 


The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast Communist news- 
papers : 


Be Communist Party Fronts 


le Morris U. Schappes Defense Committee . 


T-l related on January 2h, 19h) that FRANCES LEPOWSKY 
of 250 West 2th Street, had petitioned Governor DEWEY to : 
pardon MORRIS U. SCHAPPES. ; 


a 


Concerning MORRIS U. SCHAPPES, it is noted that the 
records of the Clerk of the General Sessions Court, County of 
New York, disclose that MORRIS U. SCHAPPES, an instructor in 
English at the College of the City of New York, was dismissed 
on March 15, 1941, following an investigation of Communism in 
the Educational System of the State of New York by the Rapp- 
Coudert Joint Legislative Committee. At these hearings, SCHAPPES 
admitted that he had been a member of the Communist Party and 
active as such on the college campus from 1935 to 19,0. He 
testified specifically that during the period of his activity 
there were but four members of the City College Unit of the 
Communist Party, whereas other witnesses offered testimony showing 
there were fifty members, 


20 International Workers Order 


T-5 advised on December 23, 1947 that FRANCES LEPOWSKY 
was born in 1908 and was a member of International Workers Order 
Lodge #500 as of December 196. 


The International Workers Order has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 1050. 


3- United Public Workers of America - 
Teachers Union, Local 555 


T-3 related on July 29, 1949 that the s ubject was a 
member and active in the New York City Teachers Union, Local 


555, while she was a teacher at Flushing High School, Flushing, 
Long Island, New York. 
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LAUINER, former national functionary of the | 

| » USA, advised on January 6, 195 thet he knows 
the Teachers Union of New York City to have been under the con- 
trol of the Communist Varty since the middle 1 30's. He knows 
the top two leaders of/,the Teachers Union, ABEXLEDERMAN, 
President, and ROSE USSELL, Legislative Director, as having 
been devoted Communist ‘Party mombers as of the time he iéft 
-the Communist Party in January 1950... Oe ee came sae: 

Se i wk , ‘ : Oe eR ea ee eee Vd Ne gin tee ee 

a eC " "Teachers News" of May 22, 1954 reflects that.” 
LETERMAN and RUSSELL continue in the above described positions 
with the Teachers Unions — Di eae Aa apn eis ME Pe cae es oe 


’ 
A ener ones 4 


a ta ek Tee a es ee 
ee | <\-) Rapp-Coudert Committee, a New York: legislative 
committee which investigated subversive influences in New 
York State public schools in 1940-1942, reported in February 
1942 that the Teachers Union of New York City was at that time 
commonly accepted and adequately proved to be controlled by 

Communists. The Committee also reported that the teachers 
who at that time still belonged to the Teachers Union could 
no longer be deemed ignorant of the true nature of the Teachers 
Union and they must be either Communists, willing tools of 
Communists or wilfully blind to the record. .°  .°°  - | 


he American Labor Party 


a “The records of the Board of Elections, New York 
task’ New York, as reviewed by SE EDWARD C. UTZ on June 295 
19 

American Labor Party from 1941 through 1949. 


eS Concerning the American Labor Party, the following 

' information is contained in the "Guide to Subversive Organiza- 
tions and Publications", prepared and released by the Commit- 
tee on UneAmerican Activities, United States House of Represen- — 
tatives, Washington, De C., dated May 1h, 1951: ~ 7 ; 


8 "lo ‘For years, the Communists have put forth the 

greatest efforts to capture the entire American Labor Party 
throughout New York State. They succeeded in capturing the 
Manhattan and Brooklyn sections of the American Labor Party 
but outside of New York City they have been unable to win. 3 
control.' (Special Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, 
March 29, 1944, p. 78.) ewe! : 


ahs 
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reflect that FRANCES LEPOWSKY registered in favor of the 


NY 100-11595 


"2, Among torganizations that are victims of Com- 
munist domination. (California Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Report, 1948, pp. hO and 41.)" 


III. MISCELLANEOUS 
Travel to Russia , . 


T-3 stated on July 29, 1949 that the subject and her 
husband, EDWARD LEPOWSKY, travelled to Russia in the early 
1930's. Te3 was unable to supply any other information con- 
cerning them. 


The records of the Bureau of Special Services and 
Investigation, New York City Police Department, as reviewed 
by SA AUGUST J. MICEK on February 19, 1954, did not reflect 
any information concerning the subject. 


The following confidential informants of known reli- 
ability, who are familiar with some phases of Communist Party 
activity in the New York City area, were contacted but were 
unable to furnish any information concerning the subjects: 

T-6, T-7, T-8 and T-9. 


- PP =» 
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OIA(b) (7) - (D) 


NY 100-115495 


_ ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


INFORMANTS 
Identity Date.of ' Date Agent to Pile Number 
of Activity Received Whom Fure Where 
Source. and/or Descrip- nished Located 
tion of oy 
Information 
Records of NYC 2/19/54, SA EDWARD T, Instant 
| Board of 9/17/53 WALSH, JR. report 
| Education and ae ; 
subversive info 
Te2 es 
Pretext tele- Residence and 6/23/54 SA EDWARD T. Instant 
phone call employment WALSH, JR. report 
to subject's verification a % 
residence 
{ Te3 : , ; 
RICHARD States sub- 7/29/49 SA FRANCIS 100-80945- 
BERGERE, ject CP K. HANLON 850 
complainant, member and : oy dies 
143-28 hist member Teachers 
Ave., Fiushing Union, Local 
(by request) 55 : 
Poly 
A high ranking Letter to Gove 1/24/44 sac, NY 100-29086- 
official of DEWEY re pardon 22,23 
the State of for MORRIS U. 
NY who made SCHAPPES in 
the informa- December 1943 
tion available 
to Albany 
office and was 
forwarded to 
NYO by letter 
dated 1/2h/iuh. 
Dues, collec- 12/23/47 SA EVERETT 10002936= 
tion list for K. DEANE 1A612 
December 1946 
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OIA(b) (7) - (D) 


NY 100115495 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D, ) 


INFORMANTS (CONT'D,) — 


Identity . Date of Date | Agent to File Number 
of Activity Received Whom Fure Where 
Source and/or Descrip- nished Located 
tion of 
Information 
Negative 3/19/54 SA RICHARD Instant 
H. BLASSER report 
Negative 3/19/54 SA ALEXANDER Instant 
C. BURLINSON report 
Negative 3/19/54 SA JOHN Instant 
W. DOOLEY report 
Negative 3/19/54 SA JOHN Instant 
W. DOOLEY report 
LEAD — 
NEW YORK 


At New York, New York 


Will await the Bureau's decision concerning the recom- 
mendation to interview subject. - 


Will obtain physical description of the subject upon 
interview. ; 
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Baclosed herewith are 5S copies of the report of 
SA EDWARD THOMAS WALSH, Jr., dated 10/19/54, NY, and FD 122 5/ 


The captioned individual was interviewed on 10/5/5) uy ; 
SAS ALDEN C. MC CRAY and EDWARD THOMAS WALSH, Jr. at her home 
143-11 Rarclay Avenue, Flushing, Long Island. 


As soon as the agents had identified themselves to 
Mrs. LEPOWSKY, she slammed the door to her apartment stating, 
"T do not want to talk to the PBI, I have nothing to say.” Whe 
attempt to interview the captioned eigelaieezieie was thereupon 
terminated. Ne 


In view of the subject's digieoavsiivs attitude with the 
interviewing agents, and in view of the fact that she is presently a 
married to and living with create who has been dismissed - 
from the NYC Board of Education for his failure to answer questiong) _, 
concerning his membership and activities in behalf of the CP, . 
and in view of the fact that the subject and her husband have 
belonged to other organizationswhich have heen designated by the 
Attorney General under Executive Order 1050, it is suggested that 
the subject's name be included in the SI of the NYO, and accordingly, 
FD 122 is submitted meres: 


Enes. 6 0) pi Ned 
, ee F . é 
| os Cry WNoEKe® 
: ; a 
ie | 
RM 
| 4 gl 
ETW: JAD 


ee 


MW 53613 Docld:34360690 Page 15 


PSS Se eR te ae SE AS SS am ee ROI EO TG Le AAT Oe Pe 


|. STANDARD FORM suse os : Z Hate. “FD-122 
(5-11-53) 


Offi Memorandum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO: Director, FBI (100-410959) DATE: | a 


( 


OM : SAC, New York (100-115)95) 


SUBJECT: FRANCES LEPOWSKY, wa “i 
SM-C AD 


x It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared 
on the above-captioned | individual, Leo 


The Security Index fica epathes eae oeed individual 
should be changed as follows: Vere! ify ehenee only) 


(fe Ce i AF ~ a 
NAME FRANCES LEPOWSKY 


ALIASES __ Frances Rice _ 


—— 


NATIVE BERN _X  NATURALIZED ss ALIEN 


COMMUNIST _x SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY ___INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST / 
 § " “LEAGUE | 
~ : S ya 
GmiscnyLaygous (Specify) vi 


> 
@ TAB on Dercon_ TAB FOR COMSAB RACE _U/ SEX_/= ye 
Dage 9 oF BIRTH 12/15/08 PLACE OF BIRTH NYC fy 


sisriess ADDRESS (Show name of employing. concern and address) Me Fg 
= NYC Board of Education - teacher, _ Flushing Heh’ a i 
: : 3 ‘ See 


School, Flushing, Long Taland Rat 


KEY FACILITY DATE: 
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER _ RES PONS TBAWARRE tis comane 
‘HEREIN i3 YNCLASE oo ) 
INTERESTED AGENCIES DATE Sf 14 VEL 


ETW: JAD 6 +09! 5 ENCLOSURE Jo le LY OP yt : 


t 
i i=l 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED aT NEW YORK 


! REPORT MADE AT ah | DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY j ad 
| _ WG 18/33 9/22, Be gfe S WALS 
NEW YORK =| 10/19/54 o EDWARD THOMAS WALSH, Jr. 
TE CHANGED CHARACTER OF CASE 
\ BRANCES LEPOWSKY, was Frances Rice _ SECURITY MATTER - C 
AW oor 
Ni V2 e 


SYNOPSISOF Facts: Subject interviewed 10/5/54 and refused to nC re q 


inte — penoae 
Cit A - Px - | a 

DETAILS: The title of this case is being marked changed to include | uf 
the name FRANCES RICE as reflected in the records of the 


Department of Health, New York City, which indicate the subjéct, 
FRANCES RICE, was born on December 15, 1908, in New York City. 


On October 5, 1954, an attempt was made by SAS ALDEN Cc. 
MC CRAY and EDWARD THOMAS WALSH, Jr. to interview FRANCES LEPOWSKY 
at her home, 143-11 Barclay Avenue, Ed USh ene: Long Island. 


As soon as the interviewing agents had identified them- 
selves to Mrs. LEPOWSKY, she slammed the martment door stating, 
"I do not want to talk to the FBI, I have HOUnEnE to say." The 
interview was thereupon terminated. ; 


was obtained by the interviewing agents from physical observation: 


Name FRANCES LEPOWSKY 
Alias Frances Rice 
. Race ; White 
AGENCY _ . eats 
REQ. REC'D ___ COPIES DESTROYED — > cegiED 
oRY ACLs & 
oH Son é 211 SEP 6 1963 ON = 
BY ___ CB 


’ £ 
ik ‘ 
APPROVED AND : SPECIAL AGENT 
FORWARDED: IN CHARGE 


@2 Bureau (1 ag | 


New ee 0-115.95) 


The following physical iiscnipeien of FRANCES LEPOWSKY 


PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS REPORT Is LOANED TO YOU BYITHE” FBI, AND NE|THERAIT wor ITS CONTENTS ARE TO BE Panes OUTSIDE THE AGENCY 
“RARER REN A 


TO WHICH LOANED. PID I55- 3 


Be Te arate 
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WY 100-115),95 


Sex Female ee m 
Age LS - Born December 15, 1908, 
Brooklyn, New York 
- Height 13" 
Weight 14.0 lbs. 
Hair Grey-white, short bob 
Complexion Sallow 
Build Medium 
yes | Brown 
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NY 100-115495 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
LEADS 
NEW YORK 
At New York, New York 


Will await the Bureau's decision regarding the 
recommendation contained in FD 122. 


REFERENCE: Report of SA EDWARD THOMAS WALSH, Jr., 
7/12/Eh, New York. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


> a+ 7 


: Office Memorandum + ontrep states GOVERNMENT 


Director, FBI — (100-410959) DATE: 6-36-55 
SAC, New york | (100-115495) eg 

ee \y nt 
FRANCES LEPOWSKY, wa A 
SM-C a iP 


eos 


SUCCINCT RESUME OF CASE Security Index card cancelled 


1. RICHARD BERGERE, complainant, 143-28 lst. Avenue, 
Flushing, L.I., N.¥., who was in a position to know of subject's 
activity, advised on July 29, 199 that he believed the subject, 


The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast Communist newspaper. 


2. FRANCES LEPOWSKY, 250 West 2th Street, had petitioned 
Governor DEWEY to pardon MORRIS U. SCHAPPES. (A high ranking 
official of State of N.Y., l2h-hh). © 


MORRIS U. SCHAPPES, at hearings held by N.Y. State 
Educational System by the Rapp-Coudert Joint Legislative Committee, 
admitted that he had been a member of the CP and active as such 

\ on the college campus at CCNY from 1935 to 190. 


3. Subject reported on July 29, 1949 to have been a 
member and active in the New York City Teachers Union, Local 555 
while she was a teacher at Flushing High School, Flushing, L.I., N.Y. |, 
(RICHARD BERGERE, 143-28 lst avenue, Flushing, N.Y.<who was in a 
(> position to observe subject's activity in 1949 ‘and whots reliability 
he cannot be determined in view of limited contact with him.) 


SF a BA ry age BE 


= ew 
, oo Iris 
on JOHN LAUTNER, former national functionary of the CB, USA, 
WS advised on January 6, 1954 that he knows the Teacher's Union ‘of @ {\h- 
OY A\.New York City to have been under the control of the Communi s (¥part y2!/ 
1) since the middle of 1930's. 5 oo ares 


ae 2 

lie Records of Board of Elections, New york City, Wewr¥ork So 

on June 29, 195 reflected FRANCES LEPOWSKY registered in @avyor of 
the American Labor Party fr my 1941, through 1949. (ALP cited by HCUA): 


(Admissable). . : Aa oa . ae 
garalalatal Whee if : 
an YY (ees 4 . 
\ iw unk : 


— BOJUL29 1955 
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Letter to Director 
NY File 100=115)95 


5 Subject refused to talk to Bureau Agents on 10-5 Gael: 
when they attempted to interview her. (Admissable) (reliable). 


RECOMMENDATION ve 
Delete from SI. es we 
Subject's activity does not meet criteria set forth in 
relet. gm is 
| DETCOM TABBING 
le Not tabbed. 


2. Not applicable. 
3e Subject recommended for deletion from Security Index. 


ee 


eee eee ae eR eRO ea yi hey P ae. = & a ‘ SL ove . ee ere ES sae 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


ice Memorandum + ontrep states GOVERNMENT 


° : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-410959) paTE: Lg Ais/s9 
je oo | i 
FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100~115495) aS: 


suBjecT: FRANCES LEPOWSKY, AKA. 
Z a SECURITY MATTER = C 
AO 


COMMUNIST INDEX 


if Re NY report of SA EDWARD THOMAS WALSH, ~Jr., 10/19/S5 
f and NY letter to Director, 6/30/55. . 


This case was reopened in the NYO for investigation 
under the Communist Index program and it has been determined 
that subjeet is employed as a teacher with the New York Board 
of Education at Flushing High School, Flu ngs ° 


Accordingly, it is requested that-Bureau_authority be 
granted to investigate and interview subject in accordance 
with existing regulations governing the investigations of 
individuals affiliated as faculty members with institutions 


of learning. 7 
The following is noted regarding FRANCES LEPOWSKY ; 


1. Subject a white, female, born 12/15/06 at NYC, 
resides at 143-11 Barclay Ave., Flushing, Queens, 
NY and is employed as a teacher at the Flushing 
High School, Flushing, Queens, NY. There is no 
information available to indicate that she enjoys 
other than good health, = 


220 Subject is-married to EDWARDLEPOWSKY of the white  , 

F2C@,, who resides with her dt the aforementioned", ff 
address and who was last known to be employed as qq 
a salesman for the Aloris Tool Co., 131437 Sanford ij 


Aves, Flushing, Queenss, NY cmc. 


¥ 


3. ‘An informant of unknown reliability reported in 199” 

a bE hei dea Per that subject was then a CP member and other sources 

a Me have reported that in 1944 she petitioned Governor 

24sPs ig DEWEY in behalf of MORRIS U. SCHAPPES, that in 196 

DO D4 i she was a member of IWO lodge 500 and that in 1949 
ine Lf she was a member of Local 555, of the NYC Teachers, ya yh 3+ 
Unions _ | CO ce eee Oe 
- REC 23 [BD MANS MO is 
Paty Z a Dan vores of makes ‘ OAS J TN Ae 
c2.-< Bureau (100=410959) (RM) — yy OY 1 {st 
1 = New York (100115495) Dy 14) & MAY 6 1950, 90RP 

JHC: jhe ps3. SESE gl he | es uscog ne & SOD 
(3) pasty My AGF rie od ede Monn 4 
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kh. Information concerning subject's spouse, EDWARD 
LEPOWSKY, is substantially the same as that 
reported concerning the subject, with the exception 
that in November, 1953, he resigned from his 
position as a teacher with the New York City 
Board of Education rather than appear before a 
hearing board of that organization to answer 

questions regarding his alleged CP affiliation, 

EDWARD LEPOWSKY was uncooperative when approached 
for interview by Bureau agents on 1/5/55 and 
8/29/56. 


5. No information available, 
6. No information available. 


7e Although FRANCES LEPOWSKY was uncoQperative when 
approached for interview by Bureau agents on 10/5/5h, 
it is believed that her present sympathies might 
best be determined through an interview at this 
time, If granted, this interview will be conducted 
in accordance with existing instructions relating 
to the interview of security subjects, 


In the event subject is cooperative, no affirmative 
steps will be taken to direct her activities but a complete 
background investigation required by section 107c¢ of the 
Manual of Instructions will be conducted and the Bureau will 
be requested to authorize recontact of the subject as a PSI, 


=m D ss 
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1 - Mr. Haack 
1 - Mr. Kitchens 


SAC, New York (100-115495) May 15, 1959 


EX 109 Kee. 77 ie 
Director, FBI (100-410959)_— v7 

| G7 4 vy 
FRANCES LEPOWSKY = ro Fe ae 
SHCURITY MATTER ~ C | Sok! peer 


:  Reurlet 5-4-59. 


eo Authority is granted to investigate Lepowsky _ 
in accordance with existing Bureau instructions relating 
to investigations of individuals connected with institutions 
of learning. However, authority is not being given at this 
time to interview Lepowsky. Complete your investigation 
and submit report. I at that time you consider the subject's 
interview advisable, resubmit your request for authority. 


NOTE: SUBJEct removed from SI, 7-8-55. Case reopened 
under Communist Index Program. Lepowsky is teacher at 
Flushing High School, Flushing, New York. White, married, 
native-born citizen. Reported to be CP member in 1949. 
Petitioned Governor Dewey concerning Morris U. Schapps, 
1944, Member IWO Lodge, 19465 ‘member New York City 
Teachers Union, 1949. 


pe 
WAG 3 Tt YW de 
| | ‘) HBARWRIAE & way 
eo 1 WA Id 3 ST LW .2d vECAD - & 


DeLoach 
| McGuire 
' Mohr - 
Parsons 
' Rosen 
. Tamm 
’ Trotter 
W.C. Sullivan — 
_ Tele. Room __ 
Holloman . 
* Gandy —____ MAIL ROOM 


7] Z a 
ie LBI- IN2iICE | p 
f | | MECD BEFWOML “Y SE 
. i =i? 
53 MA | 7 


TELETYPE unitl_] \e0 1958 


\ 
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Report Form cae 


PD-263 (5-12-55) seve st 
tio. * - FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION “4 / 
Z a ae | Zz 
Reporting Office : ml, Office of Origin Date Investigative Period 
,/ NEW YORK __ | NEW YORK 7/21/59 5/18/59 : 7/9/59 
TITLE OF CASE rn) > ‘Report made by Typed By: 
_ FRANCES: TEPOWSKY, aka. _ CHARACTER OF CASE 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
(Communist Index) 
SHOTIEN 
REFERENCE : 
| Nylet 5/4/59 atid Bulet 5/15/59. heap Toi 
& Ou 19 ® wy spe ey 
_ = ee aad SAL - 4 
C oe “7. 4/3 vf 9 MAE T 
| : FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
& INFORMANTS | 
, . NY T-1 is Uded to document EDWARD 


; | LEPOWSKY. 


Careful consideration has been given to the source 
concealed and T symbolswas utilized only in that instance 
where the. identity of the dy 3 must be concealed, 


Certain Informants’ who were contacted in March, p/ 
1959, are identified as follows: 


Copies made: 


A Special Agent 3 - 
Approved In Charge ; : Do not write in spaces below 
4 hy te tid 
» 2. d 


yy. Bureau (100-410959 ) (RM 
3 - New York (100-115495 


f 


_—_ = = ee Se ee, 


to you by the FBI,. and noimeahace hb Sadek are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. .- 


WU. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1958 O—-344750 


‘17’ on cot 
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NY 100-115495 


Informant Date Contacted Agent 


3/18/59 T, M, WOOD 
3/19/59 T, M, WOOD 
3/19/59 JAMES HALLERON 
3/19/59 ' ‘JAMES HALLERON 
3/19/59 JAMES HALLERON 
3/19/59 LERO LEROY SHEETS 
3/23/59 LEROY SHEETS 
3/20/59 DAVID RYAN 
3/20/59 DAVID RYAN 
3/30/59 ROBERT TAYLOR 
OIA(b) (7) - (D) 


. ADMINISTRATIVE 


The The pretext telephone calls of 4/17/59 and 
7/9/59 were both conducted SA JOHN H. CAMPBELL, who 

- represented himself as a telephone repairmanan in the 
first instance, and'as a person conducting a consumer 
survey in the latter cail. 


fhis report is classifi 
the utilization. of information from a highly 
confidential source, who has in the"pas urnished infor- 
mation regarding CP Activities within the New York City 
Board of Education, Should the identity of this’ source 
be disclosed,,it would seriously impaizrthe investigation 
of Communist Party Activit#es in the,New York City area 
and thereby be injurious to the Internal Security of 
the United States, 


due: to 


In view of subject's employment as a teacher with 
'the New York City Board of Education damidemanse there has been 
: no significant evidence of her activity with. Communist. 
Organizations since her alleged CP membership in 1949, it 
is believed that an interview of piped would not be -: 


COVER PAGE 
a a 


i ee poe 
iid Pe Werte id 
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NY -100-115495 


desirable or productive at this time, It is noted that 
when approached for interview by Bureau Agents on 10/5/54 
she declined to discuss any of her activities, 


Accordingly, no further consideration is being 
given to interview LEPOWSKY at this time. 


There has been no evidence developed which 
warrants subjeqt's consideration for the Security Index, 
however, she is being retained on the revised Communist 
Index of the New York Office. — 


COVER PAGE \ 
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. a aaa (Rev. 9-22-58) ; ea: 7 | . -- 
, UNITED STATES Saigon eee OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUR EAU. OF INVESTIGATION 


a 
te 


Copy fo: 


Report of: SA JOHN H, CAMPBELL 


Office: 
Deter Eg i959 New York 
File Number: New York 100-115495 Bureau File 100-410959 
Title: FRANCES LEPOWSKY . 


Character: SECURITY MATTER - C 
Synopsis: 


LEPOWSKY resides 143-11 Barclay Avenue 
Apt. G4, Flushing, Queens, NY and is 
employed as a teacher at Flushing High 
School, Flushing, Queens, NY. Subject 
and husband issued passport on 6/22/36 
for proposed? travel to Europe and the 
USSR. 


a 


DETAILS 
, “s 
6 a 57h 

5-4 an BIDS 
I BACKGROUND DECLASSIEEER, “ny i 
“Residence and Employment 
The records of the NYC Board of Education, Division: 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of any kind:. It is the property of the FBI, and is a loan to your agency; 


it and/or its confenfs are not to be distributed outside your agency. 16—74625-1 Po 
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NY 100-115495 


of Teachers' Records, 110 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, 
New York,has made available by FRANCES FISCHER tfo SA 
DONALD P, ADAMS on Maeéri523, 1959, reflected FRANCES 
LEPOWSKY of 143-11 Barclay Avenue’, Flushing, Queens, 
New York was then employed as a-teacher at Flushing 
High School at Flushing, Queens, New York, 


By means of appropriate pretext telephone calls 
to Flushing 9-5138, listed to EDWARD LEPOWSKY of 143-11 
Barclay Avenue, Apartment G 4, Flushing, Queens, New 
York, it was determined by a Special Agent of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation on April 17, 1959 and July 9, 
.1959 that FRANCES LHPOWSKY continues to reside at this add 
address and that she is-employed as a school teacher at 
Flushing High School, Flushing, Queens, New York, 


FOREIGN Travel 


The files of the Passport Office, Department of 
State as reviewed by SA CARL L, BENNETT on May 27, 1959, 
disclosed that EDWARD LEPOWSKY of 253. West 16th Street, 
New York City filed an application for passport on June 
13, 1936 at New York, New York. This application included 
GEROWSKY's wife, FRANCES LEPOWSKY, 


These records further reflected that the LEPOWSKYs 
were issued passport number 316319 on June 22, 1936, for a 
proposed travel of 3 months duration to England, Rrance, 
the USSR, Austria, Poland, Finland, and Sweden, The travel 
.plans indicated that the LEPOWSKYs intended to depart from ~ 
the port of New York on July 2,. 1936 and travel on board ‘ 
.the "SS Berengaria." The purpose of this trip was stated - 
_to be. "Sstehtseeing, " ; Tah RS - coe, “ae 


_ dt is noted that on February 19, 1954, Néw?ybradel made 
available information that EDWARD LEPOWSKY was. a ‘member of 

the Communist Party (CP) while teaching at the Bronx High 

School of Science, New York City. This informant further 

advised that EDWARD LEPOWSKY was employed as a teacher by 
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NY 100-115495" 


the New York City Board of Education from December, 1928 
to November 2, 1953 at which time he resigned rather than 
answer any questions put to him by that board concerning 
his membership and activities in behalf of the Communit st 
Party. 


The CP is an nnaaniade ici designated by the 


attorney general of the United Stated pursuant to Executive 


Order 10450. 
' II MISCELLANEOUS 


Certain New York Informants, who are familiar 
with various phases of Communist. jactivity in the New 
York City area were contacted ‘in’: ‘March, 1959. However, 
all stated that subject was unknown to them and that 


they could furnish no — any of her 


activities, 


The records of the Bureau “Of Criminal Identification 
and the Bureau of Special Services, both of the New York 
City Police Department, as reviewed by SA AUGUST J. MICEK 
in March, 1959} 98entained no information identifiable with 
FRANCES LEPOWSKY. 


NW 53613 Docld:34380890 Page 30 


bey 
Peo 


United States Department of Justice 
‘Federal: Bureau of Investigation 
New York, New York 


NY 100-115195 7 July 21, 1959 


Re: Frances Lepowsky,—etso0 
Pe See eee ote f 


Security Matter - C 


New York T+1, in the report of Special 
Agent John H. Campbell, dated and captioned as 
above, should be characterized as having furnished 
reliable information in the_past, 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor'conclusions of any kind, It is the property of the 
FBI, and is a loan to your agency; it and/or its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, 
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